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Greetings! Thanks to the Silver City MainStreet Project for inviting me to include a column in this newsletter.
I want to talk about the downtown planter project that has
been going on for a few months. This project has a number of partners collaborating to add flowers and greenery
into our historic downtown. Silver City MainStreet took the
lead to apply for funding, and our local Town and Country
Garden Club and the New Mexico Resiliency Alliance responded and funded the project.
The planters are constructed from recycled materials by
the Community Youth Building Program, under the experienced direction of Gary Stailey. This project has helped
these youth learn useful carpentry and "do it yourself"
skills. They get to contribute and take pride in the beauty
of Silver City’s historic downtown. Local Boy Scouts have
also contributed to the project. An Eagle Scout project produced seven planter boxes to be distributed downtown.
So far, 19 of these handsome and sturdy planters have
been built and placed in front of downtown business that
have adopted them, promising to keep them watered and
maintained. There are plans for another 6 planters to be
made and delivered to downtown locations. This collaboration is a good demonstration of how by working together,
we can all make our lovely town a more vibrant and beautiful place to enjoy.

Pictured are Anna Trotter and Sandy Suhr of the Town
and Country Garden Club who donated to the project. These
planters are located in front of The Place.
Thank you merchants for watering the planters and taking care of them!

What a nice welcome! Fresh flowers and a clean sidewalk
send a welcome to the public walking by and those coming into
your business.

Thank you Eateries & Participants!
The 17th Annual Taste of Downtown Silver City was a success thanks to
our partnering eateries who created delicious samples for the fundraising event.
Many thanks go to the Silco Theater, Little Toad Creek, Tranquil Buzz, Jumping Cactus Coffee, Brazza’s Grill, Millie’s Bakehouse, Diane’s Restaurant and
Parlor, Millie’s Bakehouse, Shevek’s Casuals, Silver City Food Co-op, Revel,
Vicki’s Eatery, Javalina Coffeehouse, Fry House, and Q’s Bistro.
Many thanks to the volunteers who helped serve, sell tickets, and make the
event happen.
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Merchant Spotlight – Jumping Cactus
Happy 3rd Anniversary to Jumping Cactus. Ray and Brooke Cressler opened
their doors on August 21, 2014 after moving here from Shippenesburg, PA. “We
love it here, states Ray. We have a good deal of foot traffic. Compared to other
small towns, Silver City’s downtown is pretty vibrant.” What Ray loves best
about downtown is that there is always a friendly face. Jumping Cactus is a great
coffee house with yummy pastries to enjoy. Ray is pictured here handing coffee
to Patrick from Sweden. Congratulations Jumping Cactus!
What is Silver City MainStreet?
Silver City MainStreet is a non-profit organization that is a part of a state and
national organization dedicated to revitalizing historic downtowns. We promote
a community-driven program combining historic preservation with economic
development. New Mexico MainStreet and participating local affiliates use The
Main Street Four-Point Approach® as the basis for developing transformative
economic development. The Four-Points are:
Organization
Establishes and maintains a nonprofit corporation that works in partnership
with the public and private sector to plan and implement a comprehensive downtown revitalization strategy.
Promotion
Promotion positions the Main Street district as the center of the community
and the hub of economic activity.
Design
Supports a community’s transformation by enhancing the physical elements of
downtown while capitalizing on the unique historic assets that set the commercial
district apart.
Economic Vitality
Leveraging historic assets, harnessing economic assets, and creating a supportive business environment to attract new and sustain established downtown
businesses.
Using this approach, Silver City MainStreet has restored the Silco Theater,
installed street lamps, and implemented a variety of beautification projects since
1985.
Currently we are working on developing the Rural Pathways project, downtown beautification, and promotion of downtown through the Taste of Downtown,
Lighted Christmas Parade and other events. We continue to engage business owners through merchant meetings, Small Business Saturday, and the WNMU discount program. By working together, we can make downtown Silver City vibrant!

Save the Dates!
Merchant Get Together
Wednesday, October 11, 6 pm to 8 pm
Aspace Studio and Gallery
110 West 7th Street
Meet other downtown merchants, enjoy snacks and drinks.

Greetings from The Silco Theater
Your Hometown Theater

We are the premiere movie theater in Grant County,
NM. My name is Chris and I operate The Silco.
If someone were to ask me what my dream job would
be, honestly, it would be running a movie theater. Life
is funny about giving what you ask for. Let me be clear.
I have been thinking about having a movie theater for a
long, long time. Decades. And then one day I get a call
from someone asking me if I would consider operating
The Silco Theater when it was all renovated. Have you
ever had the experience of time slowing down and a small
voice whispering to you, “Savor this moment”…. Yeah,
me neither. What really happened was, in .03 seconds after I was asked I said “Yes”. So here I am, the operator of
The Silco Theater.
There are many perks to operating a movie theater.
One small perk in particular is when people come into The
Silco and relate a story about when they used to come to
The Silco in the “old days”. Perhaps a bit of Silco history
would be appropriate here. The Silco Theater originally
opened in 1923 as The Liberty Theater. In 1926 it was
renamed The Silco Theater, to reflect the economic drivers of our town (SILver, COpper) It stayed a movie theater
until the late 1960’s. So when someone tells a story about
coming to The Silco, they are talking about at least 50
years ago. Let me give you an example. Recently a gentleman came to the theater to see the movie. As most of our
patrons do he stopped at our concession. He was on his
way into the auditorium when he stopped and asked if I
was the manager. Of course, I said yes. “I have something to show you that you might be interested in seeing.
He pulled out a card that is a rain check for The Silco Theater that is signed by Eddie Ward in the 1930’s (pictured).
I love when that happens.
I would be remiss if I didn’t let you know what we
have in the pipeline as far as movies go. On September
8th we will start a 2 week run of the film adaptation of
the Stephen King book, It. In the coming weeks we are
looking at Kingsman: The Golden Circle, Blade Runner
2049, Rocky Horror Picture Show, Thor: Ragnarok, Justice League and Star Wars: The Last Jedi. I’ll see you at
the movies! __ Chris Aquino __
The Silco Theater
575 956-6090nxv
www.thesilco.com

Small Business Saturday/Shop Small
Saturday, November 25
This promotion highlights local shopping.
Lighted Christmas Parade
Saturday, November 25

Merchant Meetings
Starting with the Wednesday, October 11 merchant get toether, we plan to facilitate quarterly meetings for merchants.
This will be a great way to meet your neighbors and share
information. Silver City MainStreet also wants to hear from
you. What are your needs? What do you want to see in our
downtown? There may be MainStreet programs and projects
that can help you!
We will also discuss the upcoming Small Business Saturday/Shop Small event. Held the day of the Lighted Christmas
Parade, this event is a way to really draw local residents to
shop our downtown. We’ll present some ideas and we want
to hear yours. Together, we will develop this into something
special that brings customers to you!
Thank you Chris Schlabach of Gila Hike and Bike for initiating these meetings last year, and Jean-Robert Beffort of
aspace studio and gallery for hosting!

Lighted Christmas Parade
We will have the applications out soon!

Thank you!
Silver City MainStreet
Partners

Silver City Mainstreet is very grateful for the annual financial support
provided by the following community
members, businesses and organizations. Financial support from the community helps to sustain the MainStreet
Program and provides a portion of the
funding needed to continue the work
of MainStreet.

PO Box 4068
Silver City, NM 88062

Fiscal Year 2017-2018 Partners
Rose Shoemaker
Morning Star
Snedeker Enterprises
James Edd Hughes, Edward Jones
First Amerian Bank
The Place
Lopez, Dietzel, Perkins
and Wallace
Silver Cafe
The Rock Center
Zia Publishing
Western Bank
Single Socks
Guadalupes
Mountain Ridge Ace Hardware
Zia Access Healthcare
Morones & Knuttinen, LLC

Storefront Available
for Rent
This freshly painted building is currently for rent! Located at 703 N. Bullard St. in
the heart of downtown Silver
City, it is one of the few buildings that has its own parking
lot.
To find out more about
renting this property, call 575703 N. Bullard St. was recently painted and looks
313-1253.

so nice. Thank you for improving downtown!

Volunteer!

Become a MainStreet Volunteer and Go to the Movies!

Look for this sticker on downtown
businesses that offer discounts to
WNMU students!
Twenty-two businesses are currently offering discounts. Sign up with
Silver City MainStreet and get your
window sticker!

Silver City MainStreet has launched a new volunteer program. For every three
hours of volunteer service, you will receive a Silco Theater Gift Card good for
one movie. It’s a win-win-win!
We need volunteers to help us with events like the Taste of Downtown, Shop
Small, the Lighted Christmas Parade, and for special projects.
Volunteers must be 18 years of age, unless they are volunteering with a parent.
All you need to do is go to the MainStreet office and fill out a volunteer application.
Become a Silver City MainStreet volunteer and help make downtown Silver
City vibrant!
Questions? Contact Charmeine@silvercitymainstreet.com or call 534-1700.

